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JAMES BUCHANAN'S ELECTION DE-
MANDED BY THE BEST INTERKSTS
OF THE COUNTRY.

Never since the formation of our confederacy
huve we 5o much needed at the helm of State a
wise and patriotic statesman. ludeed it is, in
our opinion, the most critical period which
our country has reached. The struggles of the
revolution were bat the struggles for her inde
pendence. Her subsequent war, with the same
greal power, was waged 10 maintain her rights
and dignity ns & great nation. Later than
this, was her conflict with Mexico, in which
the latter was the silly aggressor, and for
which aggression she received a just and meri-
ted chastisement. How insignificant are all
these struggles, in which a united people par-
ticiputed, to the dark and portentous cloud
that threatens the distraction and division of
that people. Nay more, the very question so
important to mankind, of the practicability of
republican inslitutions is to be solved now and
furever ; for who will doubt, that the hold once
loosened, which the American Government has
taken upon all the Governments of Christendom,
will in all time to come, deter and frighten them
frum the imitation of our own theory of Govern-
went ?

The eyes of the whole world are fixed upon
us with &n intensity of interest. The strong
governments are looking hopefully to the
failure of our mission, while the oppressed and
down-trodden watch with painful solicitude the
vindication of the great principle of a repub-
lican government. To the former our success
18 & faial element in their own duration;—to
the Iatter, & glorious beacon of their liberation
from their present thraldom. '

Should not, then, every consideration of na-
tional pride and selflove, impel us no longer
to close our eyes or seem indifferent, to the
frightful abyss upon which we stand? 1Is it an
overweening confidence in our institutions that
causes this insensibility? Let us invoke the
indulgence of only s0 much ss may be neces-
sary to preserve them. Is it an under estimate
of the strength, vigor, power, pertinacity and
sin, of their home enemy? Let us not delode
ourselves, but stare fully in the face, and mea-
sure well the extent of the danger. As the
rock may be worn away by the constant
dripping of the water, s0 may our - institu-
tions be obliterated by the constant encroach-
ments of the most wicked and unscrupulouns
evemy that ever threatened the welfare of &
nation. Have .these encroachments not been
constant 7—nay, hsve they even been gradual f
What startling truths do not the past three
years disclose? What we were disposed to
estimate w8 the insigoificant and impotent
forces of Abolitionism, have been so incressed
as to give them full sway in the popular branch
of our National Legislature, while in the Sen.
ale of the United States nearly one-fourth of
the whole body are the open enemies of the
Constitution and the Union! At the present
writing & numerously sitended National Con-
vention is being held in Philadelphia to deter-
mine the grave proposition as to whether one
section of the Union shall participate equally
in the common property of that Union. To
dispute, even in words, this rightful c¢laim to
equality, is an indigoity and an insult. To
uttempt to enforce it is revolutionary! And
who are the champions spoken of to lead the
van of this host of traitors, and, if successful,
are to apply the treason? N.P. Banks—al
ready promoted o the high position of presid-
g officer of the House of Representatives
Jor his iniquitous opinions. John McLean, a
Judge of the Supreme Court of the Uniled
States, whose very sentiments, s expressed in
his lste letter, should impesch him as such.
John Charles Fremowt, whose during adven-
tures 88 & pioveer, and the late expression of
iz views upon the slavery question, have com-
mended him as eminently fitted for the Chief
Magistracy of the United States! Those are (he
men who are spoken of a8 the rivals of Jaups

The wicked pertinacity of the Abolitionists
have caused civil strife and bloodshed in one |
of our, otherwise, most favored Territories—in |
California murder and rapine are the order of |
the day, and the laws of the country, failing in

their beneficent effect to correct this violence,

are substituted for the self-constituted tribunal

of the people—scarcely a mail but brings the

sad intelligence of Indian depredations upon

the citizens upon our frontiers—and public

confidence and commercial stability too much

shnken by the uncertain and vascillating course

of the present Administration upon our foreign

policy—all unite in demanding the election of
Mr. Bucaaxan., Place him in the Chair of
State, by an everwhelming majority, as we
hope to do, and all these evils will find their
correction. Peace and good will abroad, and
a surcease of crimination and recrimivation
at home, will be the results that will surely
flow from this salutary change in the adminis-
tration of the affairs of our country.

FREEDOM OF DEBATE.

A story is going the rounds of Northern
papers to the effect, that Southern members
have combined to put down discussion on the
Brooks matter, and some of them instance the
case of & “lame member from Indiana,” who
is rehearsing to all who will listen, a speech
he has prepared upon the subject; and that a
Southerner, to whom he read it, told him he
must not deliver that speech, and straightway
editors go off in hifuluting about freedom of
speech, and declare they shall bé uttered.
They do not stop to inquire into the character
of the speech, whether it be a violation of all
decency snd decorum or not, but they object
to oppusition to any speech.

How much better would it be for our North-
ern people, to say that they themselves will
put down their infumous speeches and fire-
brands, they will lold their representatives
accountuble for a proper behavior in Con-
gress, nud a true regard to the rules of debate ;
and this being done, they might then with a
good grace speak of upholding the freedom of
debdte. A parallel to their present conduct
would be this: a Northern man spits in the
face of a Southerner, and gets knocked -down
fur it ; they are furious at the Southern man
for a breach of the peace, but find no fault
with him who broke the peace in pgiving the
provocation. Now tbe offence of Mr. Sumner
was neither less clear, nor less disorderly, nor
less provocative than the other; end yet the
meetings al the North have justified the of
fence—an offence 1o which, individually, none
of them would have submitted.

We subjoin extracts on this subject from
other papers :

“ Goop Sexse.—The Livingston Republican
discusses the Sumner outrage, with full appre-
ciation of the fact that there is such a thing as
ruffianism of the tongue, as well as rufianism
of the bludgeon, the bowie-knife, and revolver,
and with great good sense remarks :

“When men cease to remember, that as the
representatives of the people of one portion of
the Union, the: $8 MO pre-eminence over
those of any other portion, and when they for-
get the rights of others, and run riot in passion
and | prejudice, conceding wothing to
:houuiqr gr:f:idam and iqtgm:q{. they fall from

at hig sacred position of representative
that should protect 3:: man. They then vio-
late that representative character that can only
give dignity when not perverted or abused. It
matiers I.iuyk whether the attack be upon the
charscter and motives, or upon the person.
Either will arouse the worst passions of the
human heart; while the former is more cow-
ardly and injurious, the latter is the most
beastly and disgusting. They are both without
spology or iation. The one may be the
corrective of the other by illostrating its dis-
gusting consequences.”

“Worps or SosgrNEss AXD TruTe.—In the
Connecticut House of Representatives, Mr. C.
R. Ingersoll, of New Haven, one of the most
distinguished men of that State, and a family
which has ever stood up nobly for the Consti-
tution and the Righta of the States, made a
speech upon the Sumner affair, in which he
lashed the fanaticism of his section with a bold
and unsparing haod. In the same debate, Mr.
Chapman, of Hartford, said: ‘A physical as-
sault is against all law ; but there may be other
assaulis besides those of force, which nre quite
as hard to bear. There may be an unn?l. by
the tonrne, as well as by the hand ; the effects
of a blow may pass with it. But & woand
made by the tongue may rankle for years—it
may remain open for a life time.” "

All Homor to the Virginia Delegation.

It must be a source of lively gratification to
every Democratic heart in Virginia which beats
with the pulsations of an honest State pride, to
know, that the vote of our Commonwealth in
the Cincinnati Convention was cast on every
ballot for James Buchanao ; and that, to the
influence of Virginia's example and the respect
in which she is held by the Democracy of the
whole Union, are sttributable more than to any
other one cause, the nomination of that vele-
ran Democrat, that long and consistent su
porter of the constitational rights of the South,
and that cherished and distinguished son of
Pennsylvania.

This support of James Bochanan sa her
first choice at Cincinnati was vot the first oc-
casion on which Virginia manifested this pre.
feremce. In four successive conventions has
she cast her entire vote in his favor. Her con-
fiding preference for Mr. Buchanan commenced
to be exhibited in this manner as early ns the
Baltimore Convention of 1844, when she cast
her vole as a unit for him, doubtless as 6 mani-
festation of the appreciation in which she held
his earl * and efficient advocacy of the annexa-
tion of Texnas, .

Agsin, in the Baltimore Convention of 1848,
she cast her entire vote for Buchanan, in
recollection, doubtless, of the distinguished
success with which he had administered the
Department of Siate ander Mr. Polk's admio-
istration, and of the contrast which his conduot
presented to that of Mr, Van Buren in the
canvass of 1844, after both had failed to receive
the nomination of the party in that year,

That she voted again for Mr. Buchanan, in
the Baltimore Convention of 1852, and con-
tinued to do so for thirty-four ballots, until
Pennsylvanin herself ceased to give his name,
is & fact as familiar as words to her
Democracy. It would be strange indeed if the
heart of every true member of the Virginia

Buenaxax for the first office in the gifi of the
American people! Under these circumstances
who 50 qualified, in all respeets, to bear our
standard in success and triomph over the specu-
Inting vandals who thirst for the impious dese-
cration of the Constitution of our country?
Janps Buomasax, the well tried and faithful
American statesman, who, in all the high posi-
tions conferred upon ki, has never forgotten the
dignity of his country abroad, or the guaran-
tees of the Conslitution st home. It is this

Democracy should not now throb with pride at
:;Ium enu::’msﬁon “S;'ﬁ:“ﬁ of their
n long con preferences

for l_hihnafﬁlilhod ll‘dum-

1tis also & cause of felicitation among her
Democracy that Virginia was largely instru-
mental in procuring the nomination of Mr.
Breckinridge for the Vice Presidency, castin
her entire vate in his favor on both of the bal-
lots that were taken for that nomination.

All honor o the Virginia delegation for the
success with which they have executed the
wishes of the Democracy of the 0ld Dominion |

Examiner.

ing certain ohnﬂu inst Mr. Buchanan,
ich were stron yur.ﬁ against him io the
days of General Jackson. As were con-
temptuously dutimi by that old hero, so will
they be treated by the Democracy of the pre-
sent duy,
One of the prominent charges is, that Mr,
Buchanan in 1819, more than thirty-six years
ago, introduced resolutions into & county Con-
vention requesting the members of Congress
from that district 1o use their utmost endeavors
to prevent the existence of sla in any of
the Territories or States which might be erect-
ed by Congress. This charge was recentl
renewed in the House of tatives
has bad an extensive circulation in the Know-
nothing papers of the South., We give to our
readers the reply made to it upon the authority
of Mr. Buchavan, by Hon. J. Glancy Jones, of
Pennsylvania, when the charge was made s
few days since in Congress by Mr, Fuller. Mr,
Jones said: “The declaration that James Bo-
chanan was the Chairman of the Commiv
which framed those resolutions is' unfound
and untree. I undertake here in my ‘Blulea to
say to the House and to the coun Mr.
Buchanan did not report the resolutions re-
ferred to; that he was not the Chairman of
the Committee by which they were reported,
and that he never saw them until they appear-
ed in print.”

So much for charge number one.

Another current charge is that Mr. Bochanan
was once a Federalist; that on the 4th of July,
1815, near forty-one years ago, he made a
speech awfully abusive of the Democracy. Our
reply is, that Mr. Buchanan was the personal
and political friend of Mr. Monroe; he was the
warm supporter of General Jackson when de-
feated by John Quincy Adams; he supported
General Jackson both times that he was elected
to the Presidency; he was secoud only to John
Forsyth in the zeal and ability with which he
sustained General Jackson l.hrouihont the
whole of his administration, notwithstanding
the bitter warfure waged against him im
Pennsylvania on account of his veto of the
Baok Bill and removal of the Deposites; he
 neted as Minister to Russia by the appointment
of General Jackson; he was the warm sup-
porter of Mr. Polk, and by his influence gave
the vote of Penosylvania to Young Hickory.
He was Mr. Polk's Secretary of State and chief
adviser. He was the ardent friend of the an-
nexation of Texas. He has been for the last
three years our Minister-to England under the
appointment of General Pierce. In a word he
has been the zealous supporter of every Demo-
cratic administration since his first entrance
into Congress in 182], and has had the confi-
dence of every Democratic President during
that time. He has occupied high official posi-
tion under every Democratic administration
from General Jackson down to this day with
the single exception of Mr. Van Buren’s. With
the endorsement of such men the Democrac:
of the country will risk him, Think of Andrew
Jackson, James K. Polk and Frauklin Pierce
appointing to high office & rank Federalist.

ink of the Democracy of the whole Union
nominating a vile Federalist for the Presidency.
Oh Know-nothingism—shut u&your lanterns|

[ Nashville Advertiser.

Democratic Ralification Mesting in Vir-
ginia.
A large and enthusiastic Democratic meeting

was held at Martinsburg, Virginia, on the 9th
instant, to ratify the nominations of Buchanan
The Martinsburg Republi-

and Breckinridge.
can says:

“ Hon. C.J. Faulkner, the representative in
Congress from this district, who bad that morn-
ing returned from Cincinnati, being present,
was requeste] to address the meeting, which
he proceeded to do, occupying upwards of an
bour in the delivery of his remarks. We can
only furnish a brief reference to the topics
upon which he touched. He gave a somewhat
detailed account of the proceedings of the Vir-
ginia delegation to the Democratic Conven-
tion, and of the proceedings of that convention
until it resulted in the unanimous nomination
of Mr. Buchanan. Harmony an:Jood feeling
in the highest degree characterized the ncts of
that body. He paid & merited compliment to
the fidelity exhibited by President Pierce in
maintainiug the true principles of the Constitu-
tion, and the rights of the South—adverted to the

earlyand uniform support given by this country
to J . Buchanan, and proceeded to argue that
the selection of t nominee did not im-

ply auy diupprobnlrc;n of, or want of confidence
in our present patriotic Chief i
There were reasons which fully justified the selec-
tion of Mr. Buchanan, without the slightest im-

lication, or & want of confidence in Mr. Pierce.
Ee spoke of the past public career of Mr. Bu-
chanan in Congress, also whilast Secretary of
State under Mr, Polk, and in the di e of
his diplomatic functions at the courts of Rus-
gia and England, and argued from bhis nets
snd speeches his claima to the character of a
statesman, and the soundpess of his opinions
upon all those questions of constitutional law
in which the South felt so deep an interest.

The following resolutions were unanimously
adopted by the meeting :

“ Resolved, That the Democrats of Berkeley
county hail with uomingled satisfaction the
nomination of James Buchanan as our nomi-
nee for the office of Chiel Magistrate of this
country, and we pledge to that great and illus-
trious statesman our warm, cordial, and en-
thusiastic support.

“ Resolved, gghll the nomination of John C.
Breckinridge, of Kentucky, for the office of
Vice l'migem of the United States, meets
our hearty approbation, and we pledge to him
an equally firm and united support.

BUCHANAN PYRAMID,

THE BLACK PYRAMID,
MASSACHUSETTS,
VERMONT.
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EXPOSKD,

In the memorable presidential canvass of

1840, one of the charges agsinst the Demo-

®atic party by which the people were deceived

into the support of the Whig nominations was

the fulse allegation, that in advoeating the in.

dependent-treasury system the Democrats fa-

vored the reduction of the wages of the laboring

man to “ten cents » day.” This, together

with other misrepresentations equally unfound-

ed, succeeded for the time being in effecting

the overthrow of the Democracy. Within less

than a year after that result, the people discov-

ered the impositions which bad been practised

on them, and there is now not to be found on

the statute-books one measure of general in-

terest which was eoacted by the Congress

whieh was elected during the same temporary

delusion in the popular mind which caused the

defeat of the Democratic candidate for the

presidency. Experience hasso fully vindicated

the wisdom of the independent-tregsury sys-

tem, that it has become the settled policy of
the Government, and no man of any party is

insane enough to propose to disturb it. But
whilst all men of all parties freely acquiesce in

the independent-treasury policy, there are some
who indulge the illusory idea, that because the
people were cheated in 1840 by the false clamor
aboyt low wages they can be cheated again in
1856 in the same way. As it was on a palpa-
ble misrepresentation of a speech of My, Bu-
chanan in support of the independent-treasury
law that the charge as to the reduction of
wages was made, it is supposed that mow, when
he is the Democratic candidate for the presi-
dency, the same charge may be revived and
pressed with equal success. So far from ob-
jecting to the renewal of this calumny, we are
rather disposed to thank the State Gazelfe, of
New Jersey, and other kindred journals, for
the opportunity which they afford us of vindi-
cating Mr. Buchanan's claims to wise states-
manship in the support of tht measure which
has become part of the settled policy of the'
Government.

The “ten cent” charge had its origin in this
wise: On the 22d of January, 1840, Mr, Bu-
chanan delivered a speech in the Senate in favor
of the independent-treasury bill, in reply to one
by Mr, Clay, of Kentucky, against it. .In that
speech Mr. Buchanan discussed the measure
in its practical bearing upon the manufactur-

hit,on Union,
LABOR—-MR. BUCH-
AN OLD CALUMNY

Y | ing interest and upon the currency. He sum-

med up the leading objects of the independent
treasury as follows:

“Our chief objects in adopting the indepen-
dent treasury, are to disconnect the government
from all banks, to secure the people's money
from the wreck of the banking system, and to
have it always ready to promote the prosperity
of the country in peace and defend it in war.
Incidentslly, however, it will do some good in
checking the extravagant spirit of speculation,
wh‘u'ih L:h:hz bu;jo of l.ll:e country.

‘In rst place, by requiring specie in all
receipts and umditure:‘qof thog government
you will create an additional demand for gold
nnd silver to the amount of five millions of dol-
lars annum, according to the estimate of
the President. A large ion of this sum
will be drawn from thie and this will
compel them to keep more specie in their
vaults in proportion to their circulation and de-
posites, and to bank less. This, so far as it
mly go, will strike at the rootof the existing
evil. I fear, bowever, that it will prove to be
but & very inudequate restraint upon excessive
banking.

“In the second place, this bill will, in some
degree, diminish our imports, especially after
June, 1842. 1 most heartily concur with the
senator in desiring this result. What is the
condition of the importing business at the pre-
sent moment? It i1s almost exclusively io the
hands of British agents, who sell all the man-
ufsctares they can dispose of in other portions
of the world, and then bring the residuum here
to glut our markets. According to our exist-
ing laws, they receive a credit from the govern-
ment to the amount of its duties. They sell
the goods for cash ; and the credit becomes so
much capital in their hands to enable them to
make fresh importations. The independent
treasury bill requires that all duties shall be
paid in gold and silver; and after June, 1842,
the compromise law will take away the credits
altogether. We shall then bave a system of
cash duties in operation, which will contribute
much to reduce the amount of our importations
and to eneour:r domestic manufactures,

“In the third place, this bill will make the
banking interest the greatest economists in the
country, so far as the government is concerned.
Their nerves of self-interest will be touched in
favor of economy, and this will induce them 10
unite with the people in reducing the revenue
and expenditures of the government to the
lowest standard consistently with the public
good.”

Mr. Buchanan regarded the United States
Bank ms the antagonist proposition, and on
that subject he spoke as follows :

“The Senator ridiculed the ddea that the
mablinhmaI:t of a zw bank of the United
States could prove dangerous to eivil liberty.
Such & bank, with a uﬁ.‘mof from fifty to,a
bundred milliona of dollars, with branches in
every State of the Union, directing, by its ex-
pangions and contractions, when prices should
rise and when they should fall, would be o
most tremendous instrument of irresponsible
g;er. It would be & machine much more

idable than this Government, even if the
Administration were as corrupt as the fancy of
some tlomen has pain it There s a
natoral allinnce between wealth and r.
Mr. Randolph once said, ‘ Male and Em&h
created he them,” Combine the moneyed aris-
toeracy of the country, the oy of
a Natiooal Bank, with the Administration, and
their united er would create an influence
which it would be almost impossible for the
to withstand, We shonld never again
see these powers in hostile nmi inst each
other. In the days of General Jackson we
witnessed the exception, and the rule. Give
any President such a bank as I have described
mdnﬁnﬂimsﬁuhnsmmfuf
succession, With all the power of the Execu-
tive, combined with all the wealth of the coun-
try, he would be the most arrant blockhead in
the world, if be were not able to re-elect him-
self and to nominate his sueccessor. All the
forms of the Constitation might still remain.
The might still be deloded with the
iden that they elected their President ; but the
animating spirit of our ‘free ::mld
be gone . A secret, but ng,
moneyed influence would sap the foundations
of liberty and render it an empty name.
“The immense power of guch an institution
was manifested in the tremendous efforts
which it made against General Jackson., Had
he not enjoyed more personal arity in this
country than any man who ever lived, these
efforts would have proved irresistible. As it
was, the conflict was of the most tous
character, aud shook the Union to its centre.
dndeed, the bank, at one time, would, in all
human probability, have gained the victory,
had the election of President chanced to oceur
at that period; and we should then have
witnessed the appalling le of the trium
ammkmm& and liberties of
people. The consti of the country and

the democratic party would then have been
prostrated together.”
In regard to the influence of prices as result-
ing from an iofisted paper currency on the
manafactoring interest, Mr. Buchanan made
these remarks;
“Bir, I solemnly believe that if we conld but
reduce this inflated paper bubble to anythin
like reasonsble dimensions, New Englan
would become the most prosperous manufactur-
ing country that lh:f sun e;:):d nhong upon.
y cannot we manufacture 8, and especi-
ally cotton goods, which will ge into successful
competition with British’ manufactures in
foreign markets? Have we not the necessary
capital? Have we not the industry? Have
we not the machinery? And, above all, are
not our skill, energy, and enterprise proverbial
throughout the world? Land is also cheaper
here in any other country on the face of
the earth. We possess every advantage which
Providence can bestow upon us for tﬁ manu-
facture of cotton; but they are all counteracted
by the folly of man. The raw material costs
us less than it does the English, because this
is -aun article the price of which depends upon
foreign markets, and is not regulated by our
own inflated currency. We, therefore, save the
freight of the cotton across the Atlantic, and
that of the manufactuored article on its return
here. What is the renson that, with all these
advantages, and with the protective duties
which our laws afford to the domestic manufac-
turer of cotton, we cannot obtain exclusive
ssion of the home market, and success-
ully contend for the markets of the world?
It is simply because we manufacture at the
nominal prices of our own inflated currency,
and are compelled to sell at the real prices of
other nations. Reduce out nominal o the real
standard of prices throughout the world, and
ﬂou cover our country with blessings and bene-
[ fits. I wish to Heaven I could speak in a
voice loud enough to be heard throughout New
England; because if the attention ol the man-
faeturers could once be directed to the subject,
their own intelligence and native sagacity
would teach them how injuriously they are
affected by our bloated banking and credit
system and would enable them to apply the
proper corrective.”
In answer to Mr. Clay's allegation, that the
object of the friends of the independent trea-
sury to establish an exclusive metallic currency,

Mr. Buchanan stated the following to be his

position:

“But the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Clay]
leaves no stone unturned. He says that lge
friends of the independent treasury desire to
establish an exclusive metallic currency as the
medinm of all dealings throughout the Union,
and, also, to reduce the wages of the poor
man’s labor so that the rich employer may be
able to sell his manufactures at a lower price.
Now, gir, I deny the correctness of both these
propositions; and, in the first place, I, for one,
am not in favor of establishing an exclusive
metallic currency for the people of this country.
I desire to see the banks greatly reduced in
number, and would, if 1 could, confine their
accommodations to such loans or discounts, for
limited periods, to the commercial, manufac-
turing, and trading classes of the community
as the ordinary course of their business might
render necessary. I never wish to see farmers
and mechanics and professional men tempted,
by the facility of obtaining bank loans for long
periods, to abandon their own ‘rroper and use-
ful and respectable spheres, and rush into wild
and extravagant speculation. I would, il |
could, ndiuﬁr; reform the present banking
system, 8o a8 to confine it within such limits as
to prevent future suspensions of specie pa
ments; and, without exception, Iwould instantly
deprive each and every bank of its charter

or similar reforms and give us a real specie
basis for our paper circulation, by increasing
the denomination of bank notes, first to ten,
and afterwards to twenty dollars, and 1 shall
then be the friend, not the enemy, of banks.
I know that the existence of banks and the cir-
culation of bank paper are so identified with
the habits of vur people that they cannot be
abolished, even if this were desirable. To re-
form, and not to destroy, is my motto. To
confine them to their appropriate business, and
prevent them from ministering to the spirit of
wild and reckless speculation by extravagant
loans and issues, is all which ought to be de-
sired. But this I shall say: If experience
should prove it to be impossible to enjoy the
facilities which well-regulated banks would
afford, without, at the same time, continuing
to suffer the evils which the wild excesses of
the present banks have hitherto entailed npon
the country, then I should consider it the lesser
evil to abolish them altogether. If the State
Legislatures shall now do their duty, 1 do not
believe that it will ever become necessary to
decide on such an alternative.”

Mr. Clay had charged that the friends of the
independent treasury desired to reduce the
wages of laboring men. As this is the charge
which it is now sought to revive, we invite
special attention to Mr. Buchanan's reply, It
was ai follows:

“We are also charged by the Senator from
Kentucky with a desire to reduce the wages of
the poor man's labor. We have been often

termed ians on our side of the house. It
is something new under the sun to hear the
senator and his friends attribute to us a desire

to elevate the wealthy manufacturer at the ex-

ose of the laboring man and the mechanic.
Prom my soul I respect the laboring man.
Labor is the foundation of the wealth of ever
country; and the free laborers of the Nort
deserve respect both for their probity and their
intelligence. Heaven forbid that I should do
them wrong! Of all the countries on the
earth, we ought to have the most consideration
for the laboring man. From the very nature
of our institutions, the wheel of fortune is con-
stanty revolving and producing such mutations
that the wealthy man of to-day may become
the poor laborer of to-morrow. Truly wealth
often takes to itsell wings and flies awny. A
large fortune rarely lasts beyond the third
generation, even if it endure so long. We
must all know instances of individuals obliged
to labor for their daily bread whose grand-
fathers were men of fortune. The regular
process of society would almost seem to con-
sist of the efforts of one class to dissipate the
fortunes which they have inherited, whilst
another class, by their industry and economy,
are regularly rising to wealth. We have all,
therefore, a common interest, as it is our com-
mon duty, to Pmloct the rights of the laboring
man ; and if 1 believed for & moment that this
bill would prove injurions to him, it should
meet my unqullﬁod" opposition,

“ Although this bill will not have as great an
inflaence s I could desire, yet, as far as it
it will benefit-the laboring man as much, an
mhly more, than any r class of society.

is it he ought most to desire? Constant

employment, regular wages, and uniform, rea-
sonable prices for the necessaries and comforts
of life which he requires. Now, sir, what has
been his condition under ﬁ‘“ system of expan-
sions and contractions? He has suffared more
by them than any other class of society. The
rate of his wages is fixed and known; and they
are the last to rise with the increasing cxpan-
sion, and the first to fall when the correspond.
ing revulsion occurs. He still continues to
receive his dollar day, whilst the price of
every article which he consumes is rapidly
rising. He is at length made to feel that,
although he nominally earns as much or even
more than he did formerly, yet, from the in.
creased price of all the necessaries of life, he
cannot support his family. Hence the strikes
for higher wl?:, and the uneasy and excited
feelings which have at different periods existed
among the laboring classes. But the expan-
sion st length reaches the exploding point, and

which should again suspend. Establish these | P

what does the laboring man now suffer? He
is fora thrown out of employment alto-
s urcs are suspended; our
publie '?m stopped ; ol:: ri:aat& es-
terprises of di t kinds are abandoned; an
whilst others are able to weather the storm, he

can scarcely procure the means of bare subsis

tence.”

The reader will be surprised when we state
that whatever of foundation there is for the
“ten cent” charge is embraced in the extracts
which we bhave made from Mr. Buchanan's
speech. Throughout the whole of it there is
wo sentence or word which gives even plausi-
bility to the charge. - From beginning to end
the speech abounds in sound, statesmanlike
sentiments, which have been fully illostrated
by the experience of the last sixteen years,
Qur chief purpose in making such liberal quo-
tations is to vindicate the wisdom and firmness
and patriotism of Mr. Buchanan. We desired
to show how nobly he sustained General Jack-
son in his struggle with the United States
Bank—how fuithfully and ably he maiutained
the Democratic positionon the independent trea-
sury system—how clearly he comprehended
and how forcibly he presented the merits of
that system—and how clearly and earnestly he
advocated the interests of the laboring man.
It is, indeed, strange that the charge of o wish
to reduce the wages of laboring men should be
based on anything in this speech. But it must
be recollected that it was during the remark-
able canvass of 1840 that this charge obtained
currency. In the then condition of the popu-
lar. mind, nothing was so absurd or preposter-
ous as not to be acceptable to the depraved
tagte of the times. This remurk is fully illds-
trated by the manner in which Mr. Buchanan's
speech was perverted, and a charge deduced
from it which was in direct contradiction of
the speech itsell. 7

Amongst others who undertook to answer
Mr. Buchanan’s speech was the Hon. John
Davis, of Massachusetts—he that was usually
known as “honest John Davis,” He assumed
in his argumeunt, directly in the teeth of the
fact, that Mr. Buchanan had advocated the in-
dependent treasury on the ground that it ‘would
establish an exclusive metallic currency. Start-
ing with this erroneous assumption, he argued
to show that it would bring down the wages of
labor to the standard of prices in countries
where the currency is exclusively metallic. To
this speech when published, there was an
appendix, in which he introduced a 1able show-
ing that in some of the exclusive metallic coun-
tries of Burope laborers only received ten cents
a day. Putling the speech and the appendix
together, the hint was taken, and a clamor
raised that the Democrats were in favor of re-
ducing the wages of labor to ten cents a day.

In a subsequent epeech, made on the 3d of
March, 1840, Mr. Buchanan denounced the
charge against him in the strongest language,
saying :

“ Selfirespect, as well as the respect which I
owe to the Senate, restrains me from giving
such a contradiction to this allegation as it
deserves. It would surely not be deemed im-
proper, however, in me, if I were to turn to
the senator and apply the epithet which he
himself has _npplies to the proposition he im-
utes to me, and were to declare that such an
imputation was a ‘flagitious’ misrepresentation
of my remarks.”

Mr. Buchanso repeated his real position as
laid down in his original speech, as follows :

“In my remarks I stated distinctly what
legislation would, I thought, be required to ac-
complish this purpose. In the first place, I
observed that the banks ought to be compelled
to keep in their vaulls a certain fair propor-
tion of specie compared with their circulation
and deposiles; or, in other words, a certain
proportion of immediate specie means)to meet
their immediate responsibilities. 2d. That the
foundation of & specie basis for dur paper cur-
rency should be laid by prohibiting the circu-
lation of bank notes, at the first under the de-
nomination of ten, and afterwards under that
of twenty dollars. 3d. That the amount of
bank dividends should be limited. 4th. And,
above all, that, upon the occurrence of another
suspension, the ::orn of the banks should be
closed at once, and their affairs placed in the
hands of commissioners. A certainty that
such must be the inevitable effect of another
suspension would do more to prevent it than
any other cause. To reform, and not to de-
stroy, was my avowed motto. I know that the
existence of banks and the cireulation of bank
paper are so identified with the habits of our
people that they eannot be abolished, even if
this were desirable,

“Such a reform in the banking system as I
have indicated would benefit every class of so-
ciety ; but, above all others, the man who
makes his living by the sweat of his brow.
The object at which I aimed by these reforms
was not & pure metallic currency, but & cur
rency of a mixed character; the paper portion
of it always convertible into gold and silver,
and subject to as little fluctontion in amount
as the regular business of the couniry would
admit. Of all reforms, this is what the me-
chanic and the laboring man ooght most to de-
sire. It would produce steady prices and
steady employment, and, under its influence,
the country would march steadily on in its
career of prosperity without suffering from the
ruinons expansions and contractions and explo.
sions which we bave endured during the lnst
‘twenty years. What is most essential to the
Ero-pemy of the mechanic and laboring man?

onstant employment, steady and fair w
with uniform prices for the necessaries an
comforts of life which he must purchase, and,
payment for his labor in a sound eurrency.”

After re-stating forther his arguments as
presented in his speech of January 22, Mr,
Buchanan said, in reference to the rednction of
the wages of the laboring men :

“] contended that it would not injure, but
greatly benefit, the laboring men to prevent the
violent and ruinous expansions and contrac-
tions to which our currency was incident, and
by judicious bank reform to place it on a set
t.lu; basis. If this were done, what would be
the consequence 7 That, if the laboring man
could not receive as great a nominal amount
for his labor as he did ‘in the days of extrava-
gant expansion,” which must always under our

nt gystem be of short duration, he would
indemnified, and far more than indemnified,
by the constant employment, the regular
wages, and the uniform and more moderate
prices of the necessaries und comforts of lifé,
which & more staple currency would nee.
Can this proposition be controverted ? I think
not. It is too plain for argument? Mark me,
sir, I desire to produce this happy result, not
by establishing a pure metallic currency, but
' by reducing the amount of your bank issues
within, reasonable and safe hmits, and estab-
lishing a metallic basis for your paper circula-
tion.! The idea plainly expressed is, that it is
better, much better, for the laboring man, as
well as for every othér class of society except
the speculator, that the business of the coun-
try should be nEon that fixed and |
manent foundation which wouald be laid by
eatablishing such a bank reform as would ren-
der it n that bank-notes should be always
convertible into gold and silver,
“And yet this plain and simple exposition

ernment—and by palient

looks directly to war against
States!

desire to make political capital out of their per-
re

version ; and it has been represented fur and
wide that it was my desire to reduce

down to the prices received by the miserable
serfs and laborers of European dobn'ﬁ;licm. I
shall most cheérfully leave the public to decide
between me and my traducers. The senator
from Massachusetts, after having attributed to
me the intention of reducing the wages of la-
bor to Lhafbird-mny 5&:0_.:6, ﬂm;;l h ht):: ¢
agency of the i ndent-treasury bi
nﬁ:ed. as an npgcm: to his speech, a state-
ment, made by the senator from land, [Mr,
Merrick,] of the prices of Jabor in these hard- .
money despotisms; and it is thus left to be
inferred that I am in favor of reducing the
honest and independent laborer of this glori-
ous and free country to the same degraded con-
dition. The senator ought to know that there
is too much intelligence among the laboring
classes in this highly favored land to be led
astray by such representations.”

What the Hards Think — A Poetleal
Eyllllc.

Bixenaxeror, June 10, 1856.

GexrLeMeEN: Your favor of the Tth, invitin
me to address a meeting to be held in the Par
to-morrew evening, to respond to the nomina-
tion of James ‘Buchanan for President, and
John C. Breckinridge for Vice President of
the United States, renched me yesierday, and
approviog as I do of the objects of the meet-
ing, and fieairiug to participate in the proceed-
ings, 1 shall avail myself of ﬁpur kindness, if I
can possibly extricate myself’ from a previous
engagement, which I fear may be controlling.
Lest this may prove so, and 1 be deprived of
the pleasure of heing with you, I send you this
note. 1 cordially approve of the nomination,
and although devotion to private pursuits for
the last few years has wi wo me {rom po-
litical channels, I shall endeavor, while others
are comtributing of their abundance, to cast in
my humble mite to aid in insuring its success.

The country, my friends, which we all love,
with institutions which we would gladly cher-
ish, demands our best consideration. Iis
dearest interesta are imperiled—its integrity
is threatened. Where all should be peace and
fraternal reqn:d, we have strife and conflict
and blood. The seeds of discord aod heres
have been sown broad-cast over our fair ang
fertile land by the enemies of rational freedom,
and great care and vigilance are requisite to
root out and. destroy their fruits. The storm
which - howls around us, and the waves upon
which our bark is tossed will increase in ra
and fury, until the slumbering Genius of Li
erty shall, like the Saviour of men, be aroused
from her slumbers, and cry “ Peace, be still !"

The nomioation of Mr, Buchanan will in-
spire the country with hope. Like the bow
which looks out from the storm, its tells vs
that the turbulent elements will sink quietly to
repose.

Mr. Buchanan was entitled to the Cincinnati
nomination by reason of seniority among all
the eminent names suggested in connection
with the office. He was, too, clearly designed
by public opinion and expectation, and was
fortified by the united voice of his own proud
and noble State, which had never been thus
honored. He will be acceptable to the Demo-
cratic party and to the whole people, because
of his hig reuona.l character, his edinent
abilities, his large experience, and above all,
his conceded statesmanship. The interests of
the country and the feelings and spirit of the
people demand the selection of statesmen and
uot politicians for the high places in Govern-
ment. It was my good fortune to be associsted
with Mr. Buchanan about five years in the
affairs of Government, and I had good oppor-
tunity to know of what I write.

The er of Mr. Breckinridge, though less
extended, !liu been honorable, brilliant, and
communding. His name is a tower of strength
at home, and he is respected as a Democrat of
the National School, of fine talents and high
promise, throughout the Union. His nomiua-
tion was but just to himself, and alike honor-
able to his State and those who made the selec-
tion.

This ticket will be elected, but not without
a struggle—it will be bitterly but unsuccessfully
opposed. It will concentrate in opposition all
the bad elements which the degenerate apirit
of the times has suffered to breed in the hot-
bed of faction—in the nu of “false doe-
trine, beresy and ism.” It will summon to its
support and unite in one grand and powerful
column, not only the entire Democratic strength
of the Union, but a large class of citizens who,
exempt from the associations of party, desire
to see their beloved country occupy her own
proud eminence among the nations of the
earth; desire to see her great and diversilied
interests protected; to secure for her people
the blessings of honorable peace and exémp-
tion from sectional fends, and, finally, to see
the blessings of a Constitutional Union per-
petuated forever.

I have the honor to be sincercly and truly
vours, D. 8. DICKINSON.
——

The Traitors In Massachnusetts.,

The Boston Post thus foreibly ealls upon the
people of Massachusetts to come to their sober
senses before they shall have gons too far. It
Bays:

And now, how shall we characterize the
course adopted hers in Boston, at Worcester,
in other parts of the country, in relation to
Kansas? Has not demagogism done enough
mischief already in stimulating the rebellious
Topeka movement? Patriotic citizen! Look
at the eard to be seen in the freesoil journals
headed “TO THE PUBLIC,” ealling for
sid for Kansas! Look at the inflammatory
proceedings at Worcester! Look at the terri-
ble ;ppeﬁn of the press! We have cited a
batch at the head of this article. The twenty
thonsand dollars proposition, which would have
led Massachusetts into rRevoLuriox, failed in
the Legislature; and individual action is snp-
plying the deficiency! The object of the
“material aid” is boldly, unblashingly, avowed
to be, in this case, fo enable the State
settlers “TO OVERCOME THEIR LAST
AND WORST ENEMIES, THE UNITED
STATES GOVERNMENT.” Madmen! Do
you know what you are about? Do you think
{;w con make the intelligent people of this

nion believe that the time has come.for the
Free State men in Kansas to act as the Poles
acted or the men of Greece acted. In short,
that the time has come for men out of Kansas
to engage in the terrifie work of REVOLU-
TIOXE? Was ever anything like the madness
that rules the hour?

Letting the inflammatory language of the
card addressed “To 1ue PunLic” by the Bos-
ton Kansas committee, and the pretence that
their object is lawful, go for what they are
worth, look again at the naked proposition it
containg, and then say whether it can be law-
ful. The position universally assumed by the
Freesoilers is, that the existing authorities of
Kansas are invaders of the rights of the set-
tlers; and hence the card states that the free
Stato settlers are “numerous and brave enough”
to defond themselves “against any invaders
except those sustained by the United States Gov-
in their
rights lo overcome even these their last and
worst enemies,” provided they ean have aid!
This eannot be mistaken. in Lropmition

e United

And now fanatica are sending parties of

armed men, from many quarters, into Kansas
to carry on such a fratricidal war!
cester men #ay they understand the full respon-
sibility they mn!:e;m;
Kansas, we must to jfollow them if
need ba,” are their worda.v q
citizens whether such counsels as these can
be too severely

The Wor-
If we send men to

Wa appeal to good
reprobated ¥ whether such ac-

of my views has bgen seized upon by those who | tion as this can be too decidedly condemned ?



